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Myth #1: 

affordable housing decreases  

property values... 

In most cases, reintroducing new 

housing brings great value to 

communities.  Recent academic 

research has proven no correla-

tion between affordable housing 

and a reduction in property val-

ues. 

Myth #2: 

The Low Income Housing Tax Credit 

Program has now proven itself as a 

successful model for reducing crime in 

both new and existing communities.   

affordable housing 

increases crime... 

Affordable housing communities are 

more often a healthy mix of life-cycles, 

many of whom do not have children.  

Most communities actually reduce the 

rate of school-aged populations com-

pared to single family detached neigh-

borhoods. 

Myth #8: 
affordable housing will 

overload our schools... 

Myth #5: 
affordable housing will 

increase traffic... 

Affordable housing developments place 

less of a burden on local roads due to 

smaller household size, location, and 

walkable densities.  Many are purpose-

fully located within existing transit ori-

ented development areas of cities. 



Myth #3: 

Affordable housing is often built as infill 

development where public infrastructure 

already exists and because of higher 

densities, communities offer greater 

economies of scale and walkability op-

portunities. 

Myth #4: 
affordable housing will 

overload infrastructure... 

affordable housing resi-

dents won’t fit within our 

community... 

Myth #6: 
affordable housing is ugly 

and won’t fit with our 

community... 

Recent homes built within these com-

munities are constructed with the high-

est standards and are often inspired by 

local architectural styles. 

Myth #7: 
affordable housing only 

benefits the very poor... 

Low Income Housing Tax Credit com-

munities are home to a diversity of in-

comes. The program seeks to create 

well rounded, vibrant communities. 

Myth #9: 
affordable housing resi-

dents move too often to 

be stable neighbors... 

The tenure of affordable housing resi-

dents is not dissimilar to conventional 

home owners who, in fact, move on 

average every 4 to 5 years. 

Myth #10: 
affordable housing pro-

grams never work... 

The Low Income Housing Tax Credit 

Program has successfully produced 

over 1.2 million homes for a broad 

range of families and individuals. 

affordable housing will 

 

Affordable housing developments place 

less of a burden on local roads due to 

smaller household size, location, and 

walkable densities.  Many are purpose-

fully located within existing transit ori-

ented development areas of cities. 

Families within affordable housing com-

munities are the backbone of the Ameri-

can economy. They are our Firemen, 

Nurses, EMT specialists, and Teachers.  

They comprise the most stable and 

hard working Americans in all communi-

ties. 



Contact Us: 

www.housingvirginia.org   

205 N. Robinson Street 

Richmond, VA 23220 
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