RESILIENCY IN ACTION

This brief is part of Housing Virginia's exploration of the impact of severe weather on the State's affordable
housing supply. Jurisdictions around the country are incorporating resiliency planning into their building code,
infrastructure and master planning efforts. The lowest income residents of our communities are often the
most at risk in weather-related disasters and have the most difficulty recovering after disaster. Understanding
what their exposure and their needs are enables us to explicitly plan for them in our resiliency work.

il The Challenge

Climate change and extreme weather occur all over Virginia. The impact is costly and draws resources away
from other efforts such as affordable housing preservation and creation.
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Climate change is a ‘threat multiplier’ that exac-
erbates equity issues already faced by people of
color and immigrant communities as the result
of long-standing economic, social and racial
factors. Housing disparities are potentially the
single most dramatic example of where these
inequities have taken root.

What is resiliency?

Extreme weather is only one type of “shock” to
our housing markets. While it has a swift and
extreme impact, big changes such as economic
recessions, major real estate redevelopments and
others also place stress on our systems. That is
why resiliency is more than just creating a com-
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Where Does Climate Change Impact Our
Affordable Housing Stock?
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I Solutions - Better Planning

Inclusive, regional, inter-disciplinary planning

Examples such as the City of Norfolk’s Resiliency Plan’ highlight the connection planners are making
between climate change, poverty and building new economy. The City's climate initiative places affordable
housing, workforce development and the alleviation of poverty front and center to their resiliency efforts.

Building an Equitable FEMA Buy Out Program

Buy out programs around the country have resulted in over 40,000 property acquisitions since 1989 through

the use of local and FEMA funds.® Recent studies have indicated that these buyouts have reinforced race and
class discrimination. Structuring equitable buyout programs that prioritize low income residents and people
of color is important.

Continued Support for Transit-Oriented Developments

Long considered a planning best practice, Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) is also aligned with creating
resilient, low carbon emission communities. It reduces auto dependency, leads to better integration of
housing & jobs, and promotes denser housing (leading to lower costs / more affordability).
“www.norfolk.gov/DocumentCenter/View/27258
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i Solutions - Better Building

Increased density for Climate Resiliency Case Study: Living with Water Hampton
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