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What’s an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU)?
•	 A secondary living unit with a 

separate entrance/exit on a ‘single 
family’ zoned parcel

•	 ADU placement, size, occupancy, 
parking requirements, etc. vary 
across jurisdictions, and usually 
exclude ‘tiny homes’ on wheels

•	 Typical ADU Locations:
•	 Within an existing single family 

house (i.e. converted basement)
•	 Within or above an existing 

secondary structure (i.e. 
converted garage)

•	 Within a new detached structure 
(i.e. backyard apartment/
cottage)
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Before Construction
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Complete exterior
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My ADU has been extremely helpful during the COVID-19 Pandemic
•	 Facilitates social distancing without creating social isolation
•	 Allows for consolidated errands, etc.

*
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Current Hurdles...
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Conclusions for Virginia Jurisdictions


